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Greetings from the University of Kent in Canterbury! Yes I've made it to England. Apologies for
the slight delay in this next update; however it took me a while to sort out an internet
connection here at the university.

So when | last left you | was still in Hong Kong.

After my first day in Hong Kong | returned to my Hotel and had a good sleep. | got up in the
morning and got on the train and headed out for the Lok Fu Temple. It was pouring with rain!!
When | got to Lok Fu | saw a lady sweeping the streets to try and get all the water off the foot
paths. | took a photo of her — she didn’t like me taking photos of her and she chased me down
the road with her broom!!

You can see from the picture just how much rain there was! | got absolutely soaked! But it was
still very warm — so once | got inside it didn’t take long to dry off.

Then | found the Lok Fu Temple. I’'m not too sure what religion this Temple is, and | wasn’t
there long enough to find out. | did however read that the Temple is dedicated to the God of
Literature. In the Temple they burn incense and people come in a pray. The Temple is open to
the public; however | missed the sign that said you weren’t aloud to take photos and
consequently got asked to leave the Temple after | had taken a few photos!
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Inside the temple — | didn’t delete the photos! Notice at the top of the photo
the silver trays. This is what the burn the incense on.

After seeing the Temple | decided to go for a little walk through a reesedential area of Hong
Kong. And see the real country that most of the tourists don’t see! It was very sad what | saw.
All of the people that saw me walking through the streets looked at me funny. | think it was
because they don get many (if any) tourists in that area. The poverty is something | havent seen
before! There houses are so small the live in the streets as well!

After walking through the streets | came across a shoping mall and came across another one of
my good friends! Mr Kentuck Fried Chicken himself!!

Now | sacrificed myslef for this trip you see! In order to keep you my reader happy | have to
keep trying these food outlets. So all this takeaway food is strictly for research purposes only!
And this one you will find interesting. | had a Max Combo which looks a little something like
this....



Interesting how they serve there meals here in Hong Kong! In a little white basket! Notice the
food on the top right hand side of the photo! They are the “fries” more like potato fritters to us
in NZ!! And | do have to say that the 11 herbs and spices are different in Hong Kong! Either that
or it was a dog leg and not a chicken wing!!!

Anyway after sacrificing myself at the expense of research | made my way back to my hotel! |
wanted to get in a good nights sleep as | was leaving at 4am the next morning!!

| journeyd back to my hotel and went to sleep at around 5pm. | woke up at 3am got all my
things together and caught my shuttle back to the airport! Hong Kong has a very good airport to
travel in. Nice and easy to find things!

Now thanks must go to AirNZ here who decided to upgrade me for this leg of my flight to 1*
Class!! Ahhhh what an experience!!

So | arrived in London at 2pm that same say! This leg of the journey | really suffered from Jet
Lag. Once | got in to London Heathrow | had to make my own way to Canterbury. | caught the
“Tube” to Picadilly Circus, then changed trains on to the Bakerloo line. Got off at Charing Cross
station and caught the overland train to Canterbury West station! | had to carry my bags
through the London underground system — | wasn’t too pleased about that! However | had
made it! 26 hours of flying and | was half way around the world. Here in Canterbury we are
13hours behind you! And wow it is a fascenating place!!! | havent taken any photos yet but Im
here for 5weeks so I'll get plenty. Its now 5.45am and its broad daylight outside! Its wet been
raining since | got here! England is a beautiful country and their acents are really funny! | met
up with the other Stewards checked in to my room and yesterday we began our first full day of
training! The first thing we had to do was to walk into town and find the Canterbury Cathedral!
WOW!! This is amazing!! A stunning building, it is massive!! Currently under construction and
has been for a while | think. We were split into groups of about 6-8! There are hardly any male
stewards! 68 of us all up and about 18 males | think! So I’m in a group with all females!!

Most of the stewards are form Canterbury —so | got a guided tour of the city! It was great. We
caught the bus back to the University as it an up hill walk back!!

Our steward Chaplain is Bishop Ralph Spence, who at the last Lambeth conference was best
friends with our own Bishop John Gray! When | said | was from New Zealand Bishop Spence
asked me if | knew John Gray! The both get on really well! Bishop Spence is a really interesting
man! Him and | have spent all our meals thus far together talking about the church! Bishop
Spence had just retired — he was the Bishop of Niagra in Canada; but as of the 1* of March this
year is now retired. He has a whole heap of resposibilities here at Lambeth.



So far | have loved England! It’s a great country very similar to home!

| thank God that | have been blessed to attend this conferece! That | have been given a great
opportunity to experience the Lambeth conference! In all our work we must always remember
to give the Glory to God! For He had done great things! And for me being here is one of those
great things!!

| thank those of you who have sent me emails — its good to keep in touch with you all at home.
Although these people might not like it | would like us all to pray for the following people. Pray
is a gift from God to us, so we should do it all the time.

Lets all pray for Rev. Cannon Jim Biddle who has been in hospital. I'm sure he is home by now.
Buts lets all pray that God will give him strength to get better and so he can return to leading
our Taapapa.

Could we also please pray for my mother Horohuia Simmonds, who on her way to Church last
Sunday was in a car accedent (in my car) She is ok but was very shaken by the accedent! So lets
give thanks to God that she is still here with us! This was a big shock to me and it made me
realise the power of prayer! | am half way around the world and to hear on the phone that my
mum had a car accedent and | could do nothing was hard! So | prayed and it helps!

Well whanau —that’s all from me so far! Im realling enjoying my trip, met lost of people and will
meet so many many more!

Take care and remember — Lets give the Glory to God!!

Nga Manaakitanga,

Ngira
Ngira Simmonds

Provicial Youth Steward
Lambeth Conference 2008
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