
 

LAMBETH CONFERENCE UPDATE #5 
 

AND SO IT BEGINS… 
Well Whanau all our training as stewards is now being put into practice, as Bishops from all 

over the world have started arriving here at the Canterbury University for Lambeth 2008! We 
had some funny times during our training, the funniest being first aid… 

 
On the table in the red are Bishop Jones and his wife! We all had to have a go at CPR to make 
sure that we had it right. So Im an expert at CPR now!! As I mentioned earlier there are nearly 

70 stewards from all over the world. We come from around 20 different countries and can 
speak 33 languages amongst us. So we are a diverse lot – here we all are together for a group 

shot… 

 



During our last training session we got a visit from the Archbishop of Canterbury: The Most 
Reverend Dr. Rowan Williams, who popped in to wish us well for the conference. 

 
He is such a lovely man really humble and patient! And it was nice that he took some time out 

to come and wish us well before the conference started. 
 

So far a few Bishops have arrived from New Zealand and Polynesia. 
+John Paterson from Auckland arrived yesterday afternoon along with +Gabriel Sharma from 
Fiji. Also Dr. Jenny Te Paa from Saint Johns arrived. I heard that ++Brown Turei arrived at 2am 

this morning on a bus from Scotland but I haven’t seen him yet. I know +Kito and +Rahu are due 
in very soon. Its so great to see people all the way from little ol’ Aotearoa, all the way over here 

in England!  
So as I said earlier I am a team leader in the stewards which is equivalent to a shift manager I 

suppose – when my team is on Ive got the task of coordinating them and making sure they are 
all ok. So this is our team, we are team ‘E’… 

 



In our team we’ve got people from – Hong Kong, England, Mexico, USA and of course Aotearoa! 
Also in that photo on the far left is +Ralph Spence, and his wife Carol in front. They are the 

chaplains to the stewards for the conference. 
 

Well its been great so far, I’ve also caught up with ++Roger Herft, Archbishop of Western 
Australia, but of course we know Archbishop Roger from when he was the Bishop of Waikato. 
He had a very close relationship with Te Arikinui. Today I also caught up with +Mghogolo (not 

too sure of the spelling) from Tanzania.  
 

Being here at Lambeth is a great opportunity to see a broad range of Anglicanism, and how 
unique we are, yet all linked by Jesus Christ. There is excitement in the air as we all gather for 

this conference. So please pray for our Bishops from Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, and 
their wives as they come to this conference to learn and grow. 

 
Nga Manaakitanga, 
 
 
Ngira Simmonds 
Provicial Youth Steward 
Lambeth Conference 2008 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Ngira 

Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 

Te HǕhi Mihinare ki Aotearoa, ki Niu Tireni, me ngǕ Moutere o te Moana Nui a Kiwa 

 

 


