
 

LAMBETH CONFERENCE UPDATE #6 
 
Kia ora Everybody, 
 

DOWN TO BUSINESS 
 

Well Lambeth is in full swing now – we’re on our third day of operation and things are running 
smoothly. We’ve had a few hiccups but nothing we stewards can’t handle. The Wednesday 

registrations were a nightmare – long cues for the Bishops. Some would have had to wait about 
an hour or 2 in the sun. However the following photo made it into the London Daily Times… 

 
In the middle is me when I first saw +Richard Ellena (Bishop of Nelson) You can also see on the right +Kito 

Pikaahu (Pihopa o Te Tai Tokerau) 
 

It was a long day – with lots of hard work. But we had such a great time. And I greeted all the 
Bishops from Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia as they arrived. It was a great time to see 
familiar faces. I also saw +Derick Eaton, who was the Bishop of Nelson before +Ellena, and is 
now the Assistant Bishop of Egypt. So for the most of us we spent some of the day in the car 

park, greeting Bishops and carrying their luggage for them. It was a hot sunny – and very long. 
However we had such a great time. I also saw a lot of familiar faces from the Common Life 

Missions Conference which was held in Rotorua.  



 
Stewards on car park duty ς waiting for Bishops to arrive. 

 

The main Bishops conference hasn’t started yet; however our work as stewards had begun. For 
the first 3 days Archbishop Rowan Williams wanted the Bishops to be in retreat, spending time 
in prayer with God before beginning this important conference. So every morning after bible 

study we fill 18 coaches full of Bishops and they head off down town to the Canterbury 
Cathedral where they spend the day in silence seeking guidance from God.  

The Spouses conference has begun and with 540 registered they also have a full conference. At 
the last count I think there were 10 men in the spouse conference and 530 women. So we have 

been spending our time so far acting as security for events making sure only the appropriate 
people get in. 

 
Waiting for people to arrive. 



We had onsite here 24hours a day paramedics who help out with medical emergencies. They 
are a great pair who taught us our first aid. They also have been very busy so far through the 

conference. 

 
hǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǇŀǊŀƳŜŘƛŎǎΧ 

 

One question I do have for you all back home is – has there been anything on the New Zealand 
news about Lambeth?? 

All the main events such as morning Karakia, the plenary sessions and evening Karakia happen 
in the biggest tent I have ever seen… 

 

 
¢ƘŜ ά.ƛƎ ¢ƻǇέ 

 
 



So we’re still having lots of fun here – it’s so nice now to have Whanau here with me! It’s such a 
nice feeling to be walking around and hear someone say “Kia ora!” 

 
At this time could we all pray for the family of +Phillip Richardson, Bishop of Taranaki. Bishop 

Phillip has not yet arrived to the conference as one of his children is unwell in Hospital in 
London.  

 
 
Nga Manaakitanga, 
 
 
Ngira Simmonds 
Provicial Youth Steward 
Lambeth Conference 2008 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Ngira 

Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 

Te HǕhi Mihinare ki Aotearoa, ki Niu Tireni, me ngǕ Moutere o te Moana Nui a Kiwa 

 

 


